PART in:  1763
On Tuesday, August 2 (the day of my departure from
London having been fixed for the 5th,) Dr Johnson did me
the honour to pass a part of the morning with me at my
Chambers. He said, that lie always felt an inclination to do
nothing.9 I observed, that it was strange to think that the
most indolent man in Britain had written the most laborious
work, The English Dictionary.
I had now made good my title to be a privileged man, and
was carried by him in the evening to drink tea with Miss
Williams, whom, though under the misfortune of having lost
her sight, I found to be agreeable in conversation; for she
had a variety of literature, and expressed herself well; but
her peculiar value was the intimacy in which she had long
lived with Johnson, by which she was well acquainted with
his habits, and knew how to lead him on to talk.
After tea he carried me to what he called his walk, which
was a long narrow paved court in the neighbourhood, over-
shadowed by some trees. There we sauntered a considerable
time; and I complained to him that my love of London and
of his company was such, that I shrunk almost from the
thought of going away, even to travel, which is generally so
much desired by young men. He roused me by manly and
spirited conversation. He advised me, when settled in any
place abroad, to study with an eagerness after knowledge,
and to apply to Greek an hour every day; and when I was
moving about, to read diligently the great book of mankind.
On Wednesday, August 3, we had our last social evening
at the Turk's Head coffee-house, before my setting out for
foreign parts. I had the misfortune, before we parted, to
irritate him unintentionally. I mentioned to him how com-
mon it was in the world to tell absurd stories of him, and to
ascribe to him very strange sayings. JOHNSON. *What do
they make me say, Sir?3 BOSWELL. 'Why, Sir, as an in-
stance very strange indeed, (laughing heartily as I spoke,)
David Hume told me, you said that you would stand before
a battery of cannon, to restore the Convocation to its full
powers.' Little did I apprehend that he had actually said
this: but I was soon convinced of my errour; for, with a de-
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